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GRASS ROOTS: CHICAGO (continued) 
Two women's colleges, Barat and Mundelein, offer courses 
that provide a special focus on women. At Barat, these are 
taught in virtually every department. Mundelein also has a 
number of courses available on the departmental level (about 
six each semester). Moreover, a student at Mundelein can 
pursue a topical major, a student-designed interdepartmental 
course of studies, with a women's studies emphasis. To help 
prepare students for positions in the business world, Mundelein 
offers a comprehensive Women's Management Program. 
Two other schools might be briefly mentioned. George 
Williams College offers three to six credit-bearing courses in 
women's studies each year as well as a number of noncredit 
courses. Chicago State University has about the same number 
of courses and also sponsors six to eight-week seminars on 
topics such as Counselling for Women. This year Chicago 
State is also co-sponsoring with the Illinois Humanities 
Council a nine-part series, Women and Work. This series of 
lecture/workshops is open to the community and addresses 
problems relevant to working women: labor unions, health 
issues, political and economic implication of work. A number 
of women artists, filmmakers and writers are conducting some 
of the workshops. 
A few other area colleges deserve note. St. Xavier College, 
for example, will present this spring a number of public lec-
tures and group discussions that center on the question of 
women in the church in which Chicago -area feminist theo-
logians will participate. And at Loyola University, a course 
called Mary and the Church: Woman's Status is offered on a 
semi-regular basis. Also, the City Colleges of Chicago, al-
though they are not specifically commissioned to staff any 
comprehensive women's studies programs, do offer, oncer-
tain campuses, a few women's courses. In the Winter 1976 
issue of the Women's Studies Newsletter, for example, 
Rebecca Anne Sive-Tomashefsky reported on the Women in 
Print course at Loop College. At Illinois Benedictine College, 
a formerly all-male school, women have made increasing 
progress and gained greater official recognition in the past 
year. At Lewis University, a Women's Law Caucus is working 
towards developing a women's center and has already estab-
lished itself as an informational and supportive center for 
women. 
Jean Gillies of the Art Department at Northeastern Illinois, 
now serves as Chairperson of the Chicago Consortium for 
Women's Educational Programs. This Consortium was started 
last year in an effort to bring together women's studies per-
sonnel in the area and to foster the exchange of ideas and 
resources. Bi-monthly forums address topics pertinent to 
those involved in women's studies. The meeting in March, 
for example, was devoted to nontraditional educational 
programs and their possibilities for women. In May, the 
topic was Part-time Teaching: Is It a Viable Alternative for 
Women Or Is It Exploitation? Anyone interested in joining 
the Consortium should contact Jean Gillies. Membership 
fees are $20 for institutions and $3 for individuals. 
Cathy N. Davidson 
THE MAIMIE LETTERS 
Relevance in history today is often identified with the discovery 
of the history of the nonelite classes, those men, women and 
children of the past who belonged to the vast but inarticulate 
majority. With the aid of the computer, the scanty evidence: 
birth, marriage and death dates in town, county or church regis-
ters; addresses in city directories; and entries in hospital, prison 
and census records is yielding information on the economic and 
social conditions, geographic mobility, and marriage and child-
bearing patterns of the lives of those who hitherto have been 
silent because they left no traditional written sources for his-
torical research. Yet, despite sophisticated analysis, the poor 
and the middle class, the minorities, the women and the chil -
dren, the sick, the law-breakers, indeed all except those few 
men, and fewer women, who won fame, fortune or notoriety, 
remain statistics or composite constructs without life or 
personality. 
Mamie and her dog, Poke. 
One exception to the usual anonymity of the nonelite woman 
is Maimie, whose letters are preserved at the Schlesinger Library. 
After the murder of her prosperous Philadelphia Jewish merchant 
father when she was 13, Maimie became a morphine addict and 
prostitute. By her early twenties, she had been an unwilling or 
helpless resident in eight institutions from reformatories to 
hospitals. A serious infection which resulted in the loss of one 
eye and the kindly intervention of a social worker, Mr. Welsh, 
led to Maimie's reformation and to the initiation of a remark · 
able correspondence with Mrs. Mark A. DeWolfe Howe (Fanny 
Guiney Howe) of Boston. 
(continued on page 7) 
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THE MAMIE LETTERS (continued) 
Maimie's letters, written between 1910 and 1922, reveal some-
thing of her past, but more of her daily struggle for existence. 
She was determined to remain "respectable" and to earn her 
own way, but she encountered obstacles at every turn. At first 
handicapped by the lack of any marketable skills other than 
those of her former way of life, Maimie persuaded her bene-
factors to finance her secretarial training. Even then prospec-
tive employers shied away from hiring an attractive young 
woman whose appearance was marred by a tasteful white patch 
over one eye. Bankruptcy, embezzlement and the dislocations 
caused by World War I plagued the businesses with which 
Maimie did become associated. Strained relations with her 
family, an unsuccessful marriage and occasional ill health 
dampened her spirits, but only temporarily. Enterprise, ambi-
tion and consummate skill in soliciting contributions and jug-
gling loans from benefactors, family and casual acquaintances 
permitted Maimie to survive. 
The financial insecurity of the lower economic classes is all too 
evident in Maimie's letters. Temporary successes alternated with 
frequent moves because the rent could not be paid or because 
there was a promise of a position in another city. For Maimie, 
monetary worries were exacerbated by the incurable attraction 
of the "better things" of life: clean and comfortable surround-
ings; tasteful, if not fashionable, dress; and good literature to 
read. Even more financially disastrous was Maimie's impetuous 
generosity and her perpetual concern for those even less fortu-
nate than herself. Money had to be provided for "treats" for 
an incurably ill, institutionalized sister; funds found for the 
Goldsteins, an elderly Jewish immigrant couple whose tobacco 
shop had been destroyed by fire and for Ethel, an unwed 
English immigrant who needed hospitalization for the birth 
of her child; care had to be provided for syphilitic and 
tubercular Stella, when every bed in every hospital was filled 
with wounded soldiers. 
The primary objects of Maimie's attention were always those 
girls whose condition resembed her own before her meeting 
Mr. Welsh. As Maimie explained to Mrs. Howe: 
Some times, I pick up a girl-weak in character, morals, 
health, everything and I find a certain amount of pleasure 
in using my strength in all these things to better this 
weakling's status, + no matter how many times they fail 
me I lay it to the weakness entirely + keep right on. Gen-
erally, I hang on, to prove that some one's theory is in-
correct about this person and even tho' I may not be al-
together successful, I call it worth while~ if I have made 
the girl learn to keep her teeth clean, or wear brassieres 
to confine large busts or trifles of this sort which all lead 
to better things. Too, I'll pick up a girl who is strong-in 
her vices. Never did a thing except to further her own 
interests, + her interests are generally vicious ones. This 
kind of girl I like to have find her own strength and learn 
to appreciate it and use it in the proper channels. Gen-
erally, this is easier than to make a weakling strong-and 
the result if not always entirely satisfactory, is encourag-
ing for at least I've shown them how they can utilize 
their strength + the time comes when this girl remembers 
that she Ras-(sic) can use this strength for clean things as 
readily as she can for undesirable things-
After years of informally taking girls in off the streets, Maimie 
institutionalized her personal charity into a "mission for friend-
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less girls" in Montreal. In the last letters in the series she 
seemed also to have found a measure of personal happiness 
with her second husband, but the end of her story is unknown. 
The correspondence ended and Maimie returned to the , 1onym-
ity from which she had emerged. 
Maimie's letters read at times like a media attempt to transpose 
the soap opera genre out of its usual upper middle class setting. 
In reality, they comprise a remarkable document of the ways 
of life of those who were poor, underprivileged and on the 
fringes of "acceptable" society. 
Because of the widespread interest in "The Maimie Letters" 
given to the Schlesinger Library in 1971 by the late Helen 
Howe, the Library is cooperating with The Feminist Press in 
their publication. A grant has been awarded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities to meet the costs of transcribing 
and editing the letters. Ruth Rosen of the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, will write an introduction and Sue Davidson of 
The Feminist Press will edit the nearly 1000-page typescript 
prepared at the Schlesinger Library. Publication is planned 
for the fall of 1976. The personal testimony of one of the 
anonymous women of the past will then be available to add 
perspective to the statistical studies of her peers. 
Patricia M. King 
PUBLICATIONS 
[The following are some of the most useful of the noncom-
mercial publications that have come into the Clearinghouse 
office since the last issue of Women's Studies Newsletter.] 
Marilyn Johnson and Kathy Stanwick, Profile of Women 
Holding Office. Center for the American Woman and 
Politics, 1976. 
This report is the first nationwide description of the num-
bers, location and characteristics of women holding elected 
office at all levels. It is an offprint from Women in Public 
office : A Biographical Directory and Statistical Analysis 
(New York: R.R . Bowker Co., 1976). From Center for 
the American Woman and Politics, Eagleton Institute of 
Politics, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. 
The bi-monthly Sex Discrimination in Education News-
letter began publication in fall 1975. The Newsletter ex-
amines discrimination issues affecting all education settings, 
from preschool to post-doctoral programs. Subscriptions 
are $5 for individuals and $10 for institutions. From Sex 
Discrimination News, Department of Psychology, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml 48109. 
Carol Neu ls-Bates, The Status of Women in College Music: 
Preliminary Studies. Proceedings of the Meeting on Women 
in the Profession, University of Iowa, Iowa City, February 
1975. 
This brief pamphlet includes nine articles on a variety of 
topics relevant to women teachers of music,including hiring 
and promotion patterns, recent research on women in music, 
a report on black women in college music, women in com-
position and the recommendations of the Committee on 
the Status of Women. From the College Music Society, 
c/o Department of Music, State University of New York, 
Binghamton, NY 13901. 
